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The 1st edition will begin
in spring 2021 and
will host 13 residents:
Brook Andrew
Oulimata Gueye
Mohssin Harraki
Sophie Houdart
Hamedine Kane
Maya Minder
Sara Ouhaddou
Mélanie Pavy
Fatima Rodrigo Gonzalez
Dineo Seshee Bopape
Charwei Tsai
Maarten Vanden Eynde
Akram Zaatari
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In 2021, the Art Explora
foundation initiates
a biannual residency
program for artists
and researchers from
around the world in
the Montmartre site of
the Cité internationale
des arts.
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THE RESIDENCY
PROGRAM

T

he Art Explora Foundation engages with
public and private stakeholders to support
creation and its circulation in society at large. It
consists in reaffirming the central role of artists
in addressing the major contemporary issues and
mutations.
Thus, Art Explora has established a lasting
partnership with the Cité internationale des
arts, in close collaboration with the city of Paris,
to co-construct a new biannual residency program
for international artists and researchers in
Montmartre, just a stone’s throw from the SacréCœur.
The “Art Explora - Cité internationale des arts” residency program offers the possibility for artists and
researchers to carry out research and creation work
in the heart of Paris, in connection with the French
artistic and professional scene. It encourages creation in all its forms while facilitating its distribution
to the general public. Outreach to all audiences,
including the most remote, and the encounter with

artists will play an important role in this program, in
line with Art Explora’s global mission.
This program is part of the residencies of the Cité
internationale des arts, one of the most important of its type in the world. The Montmartre site,
which is owned by the city of Paris, is managed
by the insitution since 1971. The Cité internationale des arts develops on this site residency programs in about 40 studios surrounded by a large
wooded garden. Willing for a long-term commitment, the Art Explora foundation signed a 10-year
partnership. In addition to the residency program
co-constructed with the Cité internationale des
arts, Art Explora has invested 1.2 million euros for
the refurbishment of 10 studio-accomodations
in order to create 8 artists’ studios and a new
common room opened to all the residents that
will facilitate collaboration, sharing and dialogue
among artists. This renovation, while respecting
the existing facilities, has been designed to offer
the artists the best working conditions. Special
attention has been provided to the environmental
aspect of the renovation.

50 m

A monthly grant for living of

1 000 €
A production grant of up to

3 000 €

Finally, each resident will be provided with a fully
equipped and furnished studio-accommodation of approximately 50 sq m, a grant for living
expenses of 1,000 euros per month and a production grant of up to 3,000 euros for the whole
period according to the needs and requirements
of the project.
The first applicants selected will arrive in the
residency as of spring 2021 to start developing
their projects. Throughout the residency time, the
artists will enjoy customised support and connections with French and international professionals
as well as with the other residents in the Cité
internationale des arts. Art Explora and the Cité
Internationale des arts will also set up a program
of meetings with the artists, including visits to the
premises and studios as well as workshops, performances, film projections, etc. This program will
provide an opportunity to meet up with the artists
and discover their work throughout the year.
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Every year, residents who meet the requirements
will be chosen by an international committee
consisting of 6 renowned professionals from the
artistic and cultural sector. This selection committee will evolve over the years.
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of approx.
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Both programs are open to artists and researchers
of all nationalities, with no age limit, who can justify a minimum of five years of professional activity.
The eligible artistic disciplines are visual arts, performing arts, digital art and the areas of research
are the humanities, social sciences, sciences, technological innovation and sustainable development, art criticism and exhibition curating. The
goal is to select profiles that explore tomorrow’s
world and which take into account the social and
environmental issues of our societies. Thus, all residents must defend a project that questions the
links between art and science and such themes as
scientific exploration, technological exploration
and the exploration of the world through the promotion of emerging artistic scenes.

A Residency
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About twenty residents will be selected every year
to participate in two programs:
— a 6-month SOLO residency program for artists.
— a 3-month DUO program designed for a collaboration between a researcher and an artist.

4

990 applications from
68 countries were received for this 1st edition.
The selection committee chose

13 residents, 8 women and 5 men,

from around the globe to join the SOLO and DUO
programs. They will arrive on the Montmartre site of
the Cité internationale des arts as
of spring 2021
for a residency
of 3 to 6 months.
The selection committee comprises international
members:
— Vinciane Despret, philosopher of sciences,
professor at Liège University and the Free
University of Brussels (Belgium)
— Koyo Kouoh, executive director and chief
curator at Zeitz MOCAA (South Africa)
— Christine Macel, general curator for heritage,
head of the Contemporary Art and Prospective
Creation Department at the Mnam Pompidou
Centre (France)
— Hans-Ulrich Obrist, artistic director of the
Serpentine Galleries in London (United
Kingdom)
— Nataša Petrešin-Bachelez, interdependent
exhibition curator, editor and art critic, in
charge of cultural programming at the Cité
international des arts
— Philippe Vergne, director of the Serralves
Museum of Contemporary Art (Portugal)

We are very happy with the success of this
first call for projects and with the quality of the
artists selected by the committee, who come from
a wide variety of geographical areas, generations
and disciplines. Their projects question today’s
societal, scientific and environmental issues and
reveal a different view of the world. The wealth of
the profiles, the sharing of ideas and the openness
that we hope for during these residencies will
enable the intersection of viewpoints and a questioning of tomorrow’s world. The foundation will
support the artists on a daily basis and will set up
specific programs to enlarge audiences through
the experience of this magical and symbolic place,
notably by working with associations, schools and
so -called “prevented” audiences.
Blanche de Lestrange,
Artistic Director of Art Explora
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THE FIRST
EDITION 2021
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THE FIRST RESIDENTS OF
THE SOLO PROGRAM
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Dineo Seshee Bopape

with the ‘Vibe: Sa lerole ke kosha’ project
(Born in South Africa in 1981)

Brook Andrew

with the ‘Alternative perspectives’ project
(Born in Australia in 1970)

© Dineo Seshee Bopape

The artist: a major figure on the Asian Pacific
arts scene, Brook Andrew is an interdisciplinary
artist who examines the dominant narratives
and questions Western perspectives, more
specifically that of the Australian continent,
through the prism of colonialism. For this, the
artist works in contact with the communities
and draws his inspiration from the archives and
public and private collections from around the
globe. In France, he is represented by the Nathalie Obadia Gallery (Paris, Brussels).
The ‘Alternative perspectives’ project: long
inspired by the wood carving traditions and
ceremonial trees of the Wiradjuri nation from
which he descends, Brook Andrew will work on
a project in relation to the questions of repatriation and restitution of the cultural objects
found in museums as well as on an experimental theatrical scenario called GABAN (which
means ‘strange’ in Wiradjuri).

The ‘Vibe: Sa lerole ke kosha’ project: for several
years, Dineo Bopape has explored the element
of earth from different angles that are intimately related to the socio-politics: the history of
the possession and dispossession of land, the social-economic-political histories of diverse types
of mining (minerals, metals, nutriments, etc.) and
its implications for our collective body and the
body of the earth.
In the context of her residency project, she will
explore this element and study the energy and
resonance of minerals to translate them into
song. The research will therefore take the form
of a song: creating a song of the earth, creating
songs for the earth and recording them in different places.

© Dineo Seshee Bopape

© Dianna Snape

The artist: in her work, Dineo Seshee Bopape
explores memory and identity through a socio-political perspective. Her combinations of
images and objects multiply her narratives and
viewpoints on society, gender, sexuality and
colonial history. She is the winner of the Future
Generation Art Prize 2017, as well as the Sharjah
Biennial Prize 2017. She is represented by the
Sfeir-Semler (Beirut) and Bendana Pinel (Paris)
galleries.

Art Explora Artist Residency Program

|

7

Akram Zaatari
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The ‘Father and Son’ project: the project
explores alternatives to the restitution of
cultural objects and thus plans to reunite two
sarcophagi, those of a father and a son, Kings
Eshmunazar II and Tabnit of Sidon, Lebanon
(separated between Paris and Istanbul following an archaeological expedition), perhaps
in the same space, perhaps symbolically or even
virtually (3D digitisation and printing).

Fatima Rodrigo Gonzalez

with the ‘Vital infrastructures: rethinking the
modern through subaltern technologies’
project
(Born in Peru in 1987)

© Rodolfo Quiroz

The artist: using different media, Fatima Rodrigo explores the representation of modernism
and gender identity through architecture, pop
culture and modern art. She is especially interested in power structures, which, in a postcolonial context, continue to organise the world
in a binary system: nature/culture, primitive/
civilised, past/present, feminine/masculine.
These binarities underlie the definition of what
it means to be ‘modern’. She is represented by
the 80m2 Livia Bénavidès Gallery (Lima). Her
work has been featured by several international institutions and events, such as the Sydney
Biennial (2020) and Ars Electronica (2020).
The ’Vital infrastructures: rethinking the
modern through subaltern technologies’ project: the artist’s proposal consists in developing
both visual works and a platform video game.
Through this project, she wants to challenge
the common belief that indigenous practices
are primitive and unfamiliar to the development of new technologies.

© Fátima Rodrigo, Vital infrastructures rendering, 2020

The artist: as one of the most influential artists
on the Lebanese scene, Akram Zaatari represented Lebanon at the Venice Biennial in 2013
with Letter to a refusing Pilot. He has played
a critical role in developing the formal, intellectual, and institutional development of Beirut’s
contemporary art scene. As a co-founder of the
Arab Image Foundation, he has made invaluable and uncompromising contributions to
the broader discourse on history, preservation
and archival practice. He works primarily with
film and photography. He is represented by the
galleries Sfeir-Semler (Beirut), Thomas Dane
(London) and Kurimanzutto (Mexico).

|

with the ‘Father and Son’ project
(Born in Lebanon in 1966)
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Mohssin Harraki

with the ‘Image interdite/image manquante’
project (Born in Morocco in 1981)
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The artist: Mohssin Harraki develops a body
of work at the frontier of the image and the
apparatus, drawing his sources from the Ancients as well as from the most contemporary
debates on education, history, politics and more
specifically within the Arab world. The artist
questions both cultural construction and the
mechanisms of the constitution of memory and
collective imaginary. He is interested in topics
such as genealogy, the transmission of power
and education. He is represented by the Imane
Farès Gallery (Paris).
© mohssin_harraki

The ‘Image interdite/image manquante’
project: in this project, the artist questions the
ban on images and the degree of deprivation
it produces, while evoking the way in which
archives are produced and his relationship to
History in the Moroccan context and in that of
Arab countries in general.

Charwei Tsai

with the ‘Touching the Earth’ project
(Born in Taiwan in 1980)

Charwei Tsai, Portrait © Courtesy of the Artist

The artist: Charwei Tsai is interested in spirituality, an interest she manifests through the
calligraphic writing of mantras on various, and
often living, media: trees, tofu, mushrooms,
lotus leaves, etc. In addition to her calligraphic
work, Charwei Tsai creates performances as
well as documentary and contemplative videos.
She is represented by the Mor Charpentier
Gallery (Paris).
The ‘Touching the Earth’ project: during her
residency, the artist will be creating a new issue
of her magazine Lovely Daze focusing on art,
ecology, technology and science. For the launch
of the publication, she will produce a sound
performance in collaboration with the musician
Stephen O’Malley from Sunn O))) to create a
ritual with sounds and vibrations from nature.
Her project explores several central questions:
how do science and technology help us to reduce our pace? To touch earth? To deconstruct
our habit of identifying ourselves as permanent
and independent entities?

Art Explora Artist Residency Program
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Maya Minder

Sara Ouhaddou

with ‘Des Autres’ project
(Born in France in 1986)

© Antoine Aphesbero

The artist: SaraOuhaddou’s work lies midway
between traditional Moroccan arts and the
codes of contemporary art in order to bring
forgotten cultural realities into perspective. She
questions the role of art as a tool for economic,
social and cultural development, more specifically in the Arab world. She is represented by
the Polaris Gallery (Paris).
‘Des Autres’ project: it is a search for all the
divine, human or monstrous figures gathered
by the systems of belief of the ancient Amazigh
peoples of North Africa (the word is used by the
Berbers to designate themselves). Sara Ouhaddou offers a crossover geographical study
through time between Europe and North Africa,
which aims to build a new material, immaterial
or performative space. This reflection will be the
subject of an installation and a publication.
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The artist: “Cooking thus transforms us“ is a
framework Maya Minder weaves like a string
through her work. She uses cooking as a way
to reveal the metaphor of the human transformation of raw nature into cooked culture and
she combines it to the evolutionary ideas of a
symbiotic coexistence between plants, animals and humans. She creates entanglements
between human commodities and the animism
of nature. A table of diversity not yet digested.
Following the Biohacker, Maker and Thirdspace
movement she uses grass rooted ideas, safe
zones and citizen science into her field to
enable collective storytelling through food and
cooking.
The ‘Green Open Food Evolution - dietetics
and endosymbiotic co-evolution to become
Homo Photosynthetius’ project: the objective
of the research project during the residency is to
conceive a recipe book and write a performance
and installation based on a speculative food
program. This research will be accompanied
by readings, workshops and dinner shows. The
project will be developed in collaboration with
the interdisciplinary artistic research project «
Roscosmoe - The worm that wanted to go into
space » initiated by Ewen Chardronnet and the
marine biologists Xavier Bailly and Gaëlle Correc (researchers at the Roscoff Biological Station, Finistère – CNRS Sorbonne Universités).

© Antoine Aphesbero

© Margarita Tarnover

with the ‘Green Open Food Evolution dietetics and endosymbiotic co-evolution to
become Homo Photosynthetius’ project.
(Born in Switzerland in 1983)
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Hamedine Kane

with the ‘Trois Américains à Paris’ project
(Born in Mauritania in 1983)

PRESS RELEASE 2021
© Salesman of Revolt, HKANE TS, Mumbai 2018 Tous droits réservés

The ‘‘Trois Américains à Paris’ project: the
starting point of the project is a period in the
life and work of three great black American
artists who went into exile in Paris in the mid
1940s, Richard Wright, Chester Himes and
James Baldwin, and challenges the notion of
literary heritage as a source of contemporary
inspiration.

|

The artist: the work of the Senegalese-Mauritanian artist focuses on the subjects of exile
and wandering. Considering borders as points
of passage rather than boundaries, preferring
the open and unlimited forms that enable
us to continue to move forward, this former
librarian conceives his future artistic projects as
possibilities that are offered to him to gather
information and discover realities and unknown
facets of knowledge. His work has notably been
exhibited at the Dak’art Biennial, at Documenta 14 and at the FIAC.
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THE FIRST RESIDENTS OF
THE DUO PROGRAM

Maarten Vanden Eynde

& Oulimata Gueye

(Artist. Born in Belgium in 1977)

(Critic and exhibition curator, Senegal)

The duo:
Maarten Vanden Eynde is an artist who has
devoted his life to exploring the mysteries of our
future past by studying the concept of Genetology,
a ‘science of the first things’ he has himself invented. His work lies at the exact frontier between
the past and future, now looking towards yesterday’s future, now examining tomorrow’s history. He
shows us that traditional approaches to understanding our world (the opposition between technical and natural / human and non-human) are
increasingly outdated and must be reinvented. He
is represented by the Meessen de Clercq Gallery
(Brussels).

© Ars Memoriae

The ‘Ars Memoriae’ project: the project takes as
its starting point the little-known Mesolithic site
of Fontainebleau and is anchored in a broader
research on the material forms of memory and
the contemporary challenges of archaeology,
particularly with regard to the place it has given
to the African continent where the oldest remains
of human presence on Earth are to be found. By
studying different ways of remembering, it will be
a question of imagining / speculating on / what
could be the material vestiges that would survive
contemporary society in order to propose an alternative historical narrative.

Oulimata Gueye is a critic and exhibition curator
and works on digital cultures. Among her fields of
investigation, she explores the place of science on
the African continent and the potentials of fiction
as a space and tool for analysis and projection,
the questions of racialisation and gender in digital
technologies, as well as African initiatives that
consider technology and science from a perspective of non-alignment with dominant models and
reappropriation of the means of action.
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© Oulimata Gueye

© Maarten Vanden Eynde
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« Ars Memoriae » Project
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Mélanie Pavy

& Sophie Houdart

(Artist. Born in France in 1977)

(Anthropologist. Born in France in 1971)

The duo:
Mélanie Pavy is an artist, filmmaker and researcher. In October 2020, as part of the SACRe
doctoral program at PSL University, Fémis and
the École Normale Supérieure de Paris, she defended a practical thesis in cinematography. The
installations and videos resulting from this work
are shown in solo and group exhibitions at the
BAL, the Galerie des filles du Calvaire, the Centre
Georges Pompidou and the Fémis. Through her
work, she questions our capacity to think and
narrate loss, up to its ultimate corollary, that of the
end of a human world.
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© Mélanie Pavy

© Mélanie Pavy

« Fukushima : reprises » Project

Sophie Houdart is an anthropologist and director of research at the CNRS. She focuses on
the construction modes and local practices of
modernity in Japan. She has carried out several
studies on the theme of creation and innovation
in the fields of science, art and architecture. Since
2012, she has been investigating life after the
triple catastrophe of March 2011 in the region of
Fukushima.

© Fukushima : reprises

The ‘Fukushima: reprises’ project: in March 2011, a
magnitude 9 earthquake off the coast of Tôhoku,
northeast Japan, triggered a tsunami that left
18,000 people dead or missing and provoked a level 7 nuclear accident. Several years later, Mélanie
Pavy, an artist, and Sophie Houdart, an anthropologist, conducted an investigation in Tôwa, a small
town located about 50 kilometres from the power
station. Today, they propose to use the mass of
data gathered during these field trips to re-examine the nature of what happened via a collective
exploration.

FEBRUARY 2021

APRIL 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021

Meeting of
the selection
committee
to select the
residents of the
second residency
session

Visits of the
Montmartre
studios as part
of the Art Paris
Art Fair

Beginning
of the second
session

FEBRUARY 2022
End
of the second
session

AUGUST 2021
End of the
first session
SPRING 2021
Arrival of the first 13 residents in Montmartre and disclosure
of the names of the residents for the second session

Aware that culture has the power to initiate
dialogue and bring people together, French
entrepreneur and patron Frédéric Jousset created
Art Explora in November 2019, a philanthropic
foundation with an international, roving, non-collection and digital ambition.
Renewing the promise of making culture more
accessible, Art Explora aims to bridge the cultural
divide, notably by using digital technologies and
mobile devices available to all and thereby creating new meetings between works and a broad
and diverse audience, all the while supporting
creation, cultural actors and their initiatives.
Artexplora.org
@explora.art
@art.explora
@explora_art

The Cité internationale des arts is an artist’s
residency in the heart of Paris that brings
together creators and allows them to implement
a production or research project in all disciplines.
Over periods of two months to a year, the Cité
internationale des arts offers an environment
favourable to creation, open to encounters with
professionals from the cultural sector. Residents
benefit from tailored support from the Cité
internationale des arts team.
In the Marais or in Montmartre, the residency also
provides an opportunity to meet and dialogue
with more than 300 artists and actors from the
art world of all generations, all nationalities and
all disciplines. In collaboration with its many
partners and with the support of the City of
Paris, the Ministry of Culture and the Academy of
Fine Arts, the Cité internationale des arts opens
several thematic and/or project-based calls for
applications throughout the year.
18 rue de l’Hôtel de Ville, 75004 Paris
www.citedesartsparis.fr
@citedesartsparis
@citedesarts
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Dates may change due to the evolution of the health situation.
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CONTACTS
For Art Explora
Léa Forget
Head of communication
Lea.forget@artexplora.org

For la Cité internationale des arts
Angélique Veillé
Head of communication
angelique.veille@citedesartsparis.fr

Art Explora Press service
Claudine Colin Communication
T. +33 (0) 1 42 72 60 01
France – Chiara Di Leva
Chiara@claudinecolin.com
International – Thomas Lozinski
Thomas@claudinecolin.com

